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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY FLEA MARKET  

In this issue:  

FROM THE DIRECTOR     

Clean out your attics! Give away those unused kitchen 

gadgets! The Friends of the Downingtown Library will hold 

their popular annual Flea Market on the weekend of  

November 13th and 14th.  

The upstairs meetings room at the library will be full of 

gently used and ñlike newò items. This is the perfect 

opportunity to shop for holiday decorations, gifts and elusive 

bargains.  Come on in and see what treasures you can find.  

Donations are being accepted at the library through 

Tuesday, November 10th.  
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Friday, November 13th: 2 - 7PM  
Saturday, November 14th: 9AM - 4PM  

Dear Library Patrons:  

The Downingtown Library is winding 

down a year of both excitement and 

trepidation. We are thrilled to see 

program registra tion and circulation 

increasing at a rapid pace, but disappointed that the 

state budget crisis threatens library funding.  

One of our most popular programs, the Summer 

Reading Club, experienced record registration this 

year, increasing over 50% from 2008. Attendance at 

the SRC programs, even with competition from sports 

and camps, also experienced significant growth.  

Circulation, too, continues to climb, up over 11% from 

last year. We are on track to reach over 118,000 

items circulated for 2009 ña major milestone for the 

library!!   

Unfortunately, the state budget crisis has had us all 

on edge. On the eve of Day 100 of the state budget  

 

Please let the staff know you have 
items to drop off and leave them in the 
upstairs hall way.   

impasse, a deal finally seems to have been sealed 

and the public library subsidy has been cut by 

20.1%.  For Downingtown Library, this potentially 

means that 700 books will not be ordered, or 1,500 

staff hours will be cut, or hours of operation will be 

reduced.  

Thankfully, we know that we have the support of the 

community. Many patrons wrote to their 

congressmen and representatives requesting that 

library funding be maintained.  

We hope that you and all our loyal patrons continue 

to show your support for the library by responding 

to our upcoming Annual Fund Drive. We appreciate 

all donations, large and small. It is through your 

support that we will continue to thrive in these 

tough fiscal times.  

    Sincerely,   

    Karen Miller 
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BOOK CLUB SCHEDULES  

AFGHAN RAFFLE  

Library Book Club  
Upstairs at the library ðnew members welcome!  

Please sign up at the circulation desk.  

Jailing the Johnston Gang by Bruce 

Mowday. Discussion October  27 6:30 PM 

Mowday investigates how the combined 
efforts of federal, state, county and local law 

enforcement agencies brought southeastern 
PAôs infamous Johnston brothers to justice.  

The Guernsey Literary And Potato 

Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer  

Discussion November 24 at 6:30 PM 
Juliet Ashton [a war correspondent] . . . 

writes to her publisher to say she is tired of 

covering the sunny side of war and its aftermath. 

[Inhabitants of Guernsey] write Juliet with their 

stories. . . including the formation of the Guernsey 

Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society while Guernsey 
was under German occupation . Copyright © Reed Business 

Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.  

The Girls from Ames by Jeffrey Zaslow  

Discussion January 26 at 6:30 PM 

From the coauthor of The Last Lecture comes a 

moving tribute to female friendships, with the 

inspiring true story of eleven girls and the ten 

women they became.  

RAISE A READER  (Birth ï 24 Months)   

Monday at 9:30 or 10:30; or Tuesday at 9:30  

November 2 through December 1  

Registration begins Monday, October 19 at 9AM  

Phone registration allowed after 1pm  

TODDLERS  (2 Year Olds)   

Wednesday at 10:30 or Friday at 9:30 or 10:30  

November 4 through December 11  

(no story hours Wed./Thurs. of Thanksgiving)  

Registration begins Tuesday October 20 at 9AM  

Phone registration allowed after 1PM  

PRESCHOOL  (3 Year Olds)  

Wednesday or Thursday 9:30  

September 9 through December 17  

No registration required.  

PRESCHOOL  (4 - 6 Year Olds)  

Thursday 10:30 or 1:30  

September 10 through December 17  

No registration required.  

PRESCHOOL STORY T IME S 

Senior Center Book Club  

At the Downingtown Area Senior Center, Ashbridge 

Square -  new members always welcome!  

Please register at the Senior Center . 
 
A Time To Kill by John Grisham  
Discussion October 22nd, 1PM  

When her husband leaves her for a younger 
woman, Adrienne Willis is thrust into a the 

presence of Paul Flanner, a 54 -year -old 
physician with his own shattered past.  
(BarnesandNoble.com)   * No Meeting in November*  

 
Lady Chatterleyôs Lover by D.H. Lawrence  
Discussion December 3rd, 1PM  

[A] compelling story of a pair of lovers who 
must battle a town's hypocrisy -- a triumphant 
paean to the power of love .

(BarnesandNoble.com)  

 

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS  

K -  3rd Grade: Make a Mask  

October 14th  3:45 to 5pm  

 
3rd - 5th grade:  Afternoon Fright  
October 31st  1 to 3PM  
 
Teens: Halloween at the Library  

October 31st  7pm  

 

AUTHOR VISITS THE L IBRARY  

On a recent 

Saturday morning, 

local author Bruce 

Mowday enthralled 

a rapt audience of 

library patrons with  

background stories behind the 

research for his recent book, Jailing 

the Johnston Gang: Bringing Serial Murderers to 

Justice.  

His perspective as a news journalist offered a 

unique insight into these infamous criminals and 

their trials.  

The Milltown Knitters, a group 

of 30 local women who meet at 

the Library to share a love of 

needlework, have generously 

donated a beautiful Aran afghan 

to the Friends of the 

Downingtown Library.  

Raffle tickets for this intricately 

handcrafted blanket will be 

available mid -November 

through December 18th. Buy a chance to win 

this lovely afghan and show your support for the 

library.  
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preparing new books for the shelves, ordering 

supplies, coordinating magazines, and generally 

assisting our director, Karen Miller, in anything 

that helps the library run smoothly.  In fact, it is 

this variety that Rosalie enjoys the most about 

her job.  

A resident of Downingtown for over 30 years, 

Rosalie fondly remembers bringing her boys to 

the library to search for a favorite book when 

they were young. Following in the tradition of 

many library staffers, she volunteered at the 

library for many years before accepting a 

position as a full - time clerk in 1984.  

Rosalie has seen many changes in the library 

over the years. From charging machines to  

RECENT EVENTS AT THE L IBRARY  

EMPLOYEE SPOTL IGHT ñ  ROSAL IE GRADY  

Chess Club 

Fall Book Sale  

Special Education Seminar 

Writersõ Workshop 
Gaming Day  

 

If youôve ever entered the library 

mid -day, you have probably met 

Rosalie Grady working behind the 

circulation desk.  Although she 

works in the library full time, she 

is normally found upstairs, only 

filling in downstairs when neces-

sary. The rest of her work day is 

computers, from carbon copy inter - library loan 

forms to the internet. Rosalie has always worked 

diligently to keep the Downingtown Library 

running smoothly.  

In her free time, Rosalie enjoys reading (of 

course) bowling, hiking, playing Scrabble, and 

volunteering at St. Marthaôs Manor. 

LOCAL SCHOOL DONATES BOOKS  

Lori Petrieôsô Pre- School & Kindergarten 

generously donated over $500 worth of  books to 

the Library in October.  After amassing credit with 

Scholastic BooksÊ they decided the credit would 

be better utilized to supplement the libraryôs 

collection than their 

own.  Thanks to the 

schoolôs donation, 

K a r e n  M i l l e r , 

director of the 

D o w n i n g t o w n 

Library, received 

multiple boxes of 

books for both 

children and adults.  


