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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRA RY BOOK SALE ñSEPTEMBER 18 & 19  

In this issue:  

DID YOU SEE US?     

The Friends of the Downingtown 

Library are busy planning for their 

annual fall book sale to be held 

the weekend of September 18 

and 19th.  Once again, the 

upstairs meeting rooms will be 

filled with a wide variety of 

reading material.  Fiction, 

b i o g r a p h i e s ,  c o o k b o o k s , 

inspirational, childrenôs and more 

will line the walls, fill the tables 

and stack the shelves.  
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Rimmed by a white picket fence, bringing to 

mind the classic Tom Sawyer ,  three of the 

libraryôs youngest patrons read books and 

waved to the crowd in their period costumes. 

The Tree of Knowledge was decorated with 

ornaments depicting items from the decade of 

the libraryôs founding (1870ôs), such as the 

light bulb, the telephone and the 

transcontinental railroad.   

Downingtownôs Sesquicentennial will conclude 

with a Market Day on Green Street October 

3rd. This open air market on Green 

Street  between Lancaster and 

Pennsylvania Avenues will feature 

artists and craftspeople working with 

recycled materials and food from local 

restaurants, music, walking tours and a 

Scavenger Hunt.  

All books are priced at $1 or 

less, digital media slightly 

higher.  

 

If you would like to donate 

books, please do so between 

September 1st and 15th. Books 

may be dropped off inside the 

library during working hours. 

They ask that books be fairly 

current, and no text books, 

condensed books or encyclope-

dias, please.  

Friday, September 18th  
6 -7PM: ñFriendsò preview 
7 - 8PM: Open to the public  

Saturday, September 19th  
9AM - 4PM: Open to the public  

The Friends of the Libraryôs float 

prepares for Downingtownôs 

Sesquicentennial Parade.  

The floats were ready 

to roll, residents lined 
Pennsylvania Avenue, 

the band began to 
play, and Downing-
townôs 150th birthday 
celebration began!  

The parade kicked off 
Saturday morning, 
May 16th in front of 
Beaver Creek Elemen-
tary School.   

Among the approximately dozen entries was a  

small but mighty  float from the Library. The 

Friends of the Downingtown Libraryôs Sue Sigle 

worked diligently for a month creating a ñTree of 

Knowledgeò float to represent the Downingtown 

Library.  



BOOK CLUB SCHEDULES  

THANK YOU  

Library Book Club  
Upstairs at the library ðnew members welcome!  

Please sign up at the circulation desk.  

The Reader b y Bernhard Schlock  

Discussion August 25 at 6:30 P.M.  

Set in postwar Germany. . . deeply moving 
novel about a young boy's erotic awakening 

in a clandestine love affair with a 
mysterious older woman. . . For a time, the 

two become passionate lovers. Then, one day, 
Hanna disappears without a word. Years later. . . 
Michael recognizes his former lover on the stand, 
accused of a hideous crime. . . as he watches Hanna 

refuse to defend herself against the charges, Michael 

gradually realizes that she may be guarding a secret 
more shameful than murder. ( BarnesandNoble.com)  

Jailing the Johnston Gang by Bruce 

Mowday  

Discussion September 22 at 6:30 P.M.  

Pennsylvania's Johnston Gang, led by Bruce 

Johnston Sr. and his brothers Norman and 

David, netted millions through a prolific 

burglary ring during the 1960s and '70s. But in 

1978, fearing that younger members of the gang 

were going to rat them out to the authorities, the 

brothers killed four teenagers and nearly killed Bruce 

Sr.'s own son. This book. . . detail[s] how the 

combined efforts of federal, state, county, and local 

law enforcement agencies brought the brothers to 

justice.  (BarnesandNoble.com)  

RAISE A READER  (Birth ï 24 Months)   

Monday at 9:30 or 10:30; or Tuesday at 9:30  

Mondays: August 31, September 14, 21, & 28  

 (no program Sept. 7, holiday)  

Wednesdays: September 1, 8, 15 & 22  

Registration begins Monday, August 10 at 9 A.M.  

Phone registration allowed after 1 P.M. on August 

10th  

TODDLERS  (2 Year Olds)   

Wednesday at 10:30 or Friday at 9:30 or 10:30  

Wednesdays: September 2, 9, 26, 23 & 30  

Fridays: September 4, 11, 18, 25, & October 2  

Registration begins Tuesday August 11 at 9 A.M.  

Phone registration allowed after 1 P.M. on August 

11th  

PRESCHOOL  (3 Year Olds)  

Wednesday or Thursday 9:30  

September 9 through December 17  

No registration required . 

PRESCHOOL  (4 - 6 Year Olds)  

Thursday 10:30 or 1:30  

September 10 through December 17  

No registration required . 

PRESCHOOL STORY T IME S 

To all who made June 14th so special. Over 100 

garden lovers spent a glorious afternoon enjoy-

ing nine lush local gardens on the Friends of the 

Libraryôs third annual garden tour. From creek-

side landscapes to borough whimsy, there was 

something for everyone.  

Anyone wishing 

to participate in 

the next yearôs  

garden tour, 

please contact 

Kathy Lovell at 

610 -873 -3160.  

Senior Center Book Club  
At the Downingtown Area Senior Center, Ashbridge 

Square -  new members always welcome!  
Please register at the Senior Center . 

 
Nights in Rodanthe by Nicholas Sparkes  
Discussion August 27th, 1pm  

When her husband leaves her for a 
younger woman, Adrienne Willis is thrust 

into a devastating midlife crisis. . . Lacking 
any clear plan, she accepts a friend's invi-

tation and flees for a weekend to the small coastal 
town of Rodanthe . .  . Adrienne's stranding is com-
plicated and relieved by the presence of Paul Flan-
ner, a 54 -year -old physician with his own shattered 

past .  (BarnesandNoble.com)  
 

That Camden Summer by LaVerle 
Spencer  
Discussion September 24, 1pm  

Following such major New York Times 
bestsellers as Home Song and Family 

Blessings , one of America's most adored 
storytellers outdoes herself with this com-

pelling story of a pair of lovers who must battle a 
town's hypocrisy -- a triumphant paean to the power 
of love .(BarnesandNoble.com)  
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his years there as the social studies department 

chair, Jerry retired in 1999.  

When his grandson arrived, this West Bradford 

resident brought him to the libraryôs story time, of 

course. Conversations with Karen Miller followed, 

and Jerry became the newest member of our 

circulation staff.  

Jerry enjoys the interaction with the public that 

the library provides, along with the opportunity to 

share his interest in US history. Back in the 

1970s, around the time of the Nationôs 

Bicentennial, Jerry and his wife were active in 

Revolutionary War reenactments, portraying both 

British and Colonial roles and contributing to living 

history programs. In later years they did the 

same at Civil War reenactments.  

RECENT EVENTS AT THE L IBRARY  

EMPLOYEE SPOTL IGHT ñ JERRY ALEXANDER  

Although he may not have 

envisioned a second career at the 

Downingtown Library, it was 

actually a natural progression for 

this former history teacher and self

-described political junkie.   After 

33 years at Lower Merionôs 

Harriton High School,  finishing  

Fairy Picnic 

Science in the Summer 
Summer Reading Club  

FRIENDS OF THE  L IBR ARY  

At Harriton High School he was instrumental 

in the development of the ñAmerican 

Frontierò course, based on the Foxfire 

Approach to teaching and learning.  Some 

patrons from that area may remember the 

log cabin he built with students behind the  

historic Harriton House.  He was also in 

charge of the AP government course.  

Today, in addition to helping patrons find just 

what they are looking for on the shelves, he 

is more than happy to discuss  todayôs 

political landscape -just wait until itôs fairly 

quite at the front desk!   He generally works 

the Tuesday and Thursday evenings at the 

library.  

All  supporters of the Downingtown Library 

are invited to join the Friends of the Downing-

town Library! We meet once a month upstairs 

at the library.  Our August meeting will focus 

on our September book sale and fall fundrais-

ing. Please call Kathy Lovell at 610 -873 -3160 

with any questions.  

Next Meeting: August 28th at 10:30AM 

 


